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Executive Summary

 Voters approved 79% of 220 ballot initiatives to increase 
transportation funding in 2014.
 An additional $17 billion for transportation investment.

 Transportation is a bipartisan issue.
 Over 653 state, county and local transportation funding 

measures since 2004. 
 26 states have increased their motor fuels or gasoline sales 

tax since 1997
 Despite additional revenues, Federal highway program still 

accounts for 52% of state capital outlays.
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Voters Approved $17 Billion in Transportation 
Investment in 2014

Bonds: 19 
measures, 9% of 

total ballots

Sales Tax: 37 
measures, 17% of 

total ballots

Property or 
Income Tax: 153 
measures, 69% of 

total ballots

“Other”: 11 
measures, 5% of 

total ballots

220 Transportation Measures
On the Ballot 79% of Measures 

Approved

 Bond Measures: 94% 
approved.

 Sales Tax: 57% 
approved.

 Property or Income Tax: 
86% approved.



Transportation Ballot Measures Approved 
2004-2014
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State, County and Local Voters Get It

 653 initiatives to increase state, county and local 
transportation funding since 2004

 Of those measures, 489 passed (73%), including:
 51 bond measures (81%)
 135 new sales taxes or renewals/extensions (64%)
 258 new property/income taxes or renewal/extensions (83%)



Transportation is a Bipartisan Issue

 Of the 140 counties that had transportation initiatives on the 
ballot between 2005-2013, we have identified 126 political 
affiliations:
58 were predominantly Republican
68 were predominantly Democrat

 Republican counties - 47 measures (81%) were approved
 Democrat counties - 46 measures (73%) were approved
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28 states have passed 89 transportation 
funding related initiatives since 1997.
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33 states have increased either their motor fuel or gasoline 
sales tax for transportation since 1997
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Voters in ten states have approved bond ballot 
measures since 1997.
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Other approved state transportation ballot 
measures since 1997
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Political Party of Governors where State Gas 
Tax Increases were passed Since 1997

CT
RI

DE
NJ

MD
DC

NH

MA

VT

Democratic governor 
at time of increase
Republican governor 
at time of increase
Independent governor 
at time of increase



ND

SD
WY

ID

MO

IA

MN

WI

NE

KS
CO

OK
AR

MS AL

SCNM

TN 

KY
NC

VA

OH
PA

NY

ME

UTNV 

AZ

OR 

WA 

MT

TX

FL

AK

HI

MI

IN
WV

LA

CA 

IL

GA 

CT

RI

DE

NJ

MD
DC

NH

MA

VT

Democratic governor 
and legislature 
at time of increase

Republican governor 
and legislature at time 
of increase

Political Party of Legislature and Governor 
where State Gas Tax Increases were passed 

since 1997

State legislature and 
governor split between 
parties.



Raising the Gas Tax: A Politically Feasible 
Endeavor

 Since 1997, 13 state gas tax increases were passed by 
states with a Republican majority in both houses and a 
Republican governor.

 12 of the 13 governors who sought reelection after 
passing gas tax increases were reelected. Nine of these 
governors were Republican.

 Six states that passed gas tax increases since 1997 had 
Republican governors and a Democratic majority in 
both houses.
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Trends in 2013 Transportation 
Initiatives – TIAC Case Studies

 Governor as champion
 Bipartisan Support
 Matching federal investment 
 National momentum
 Adjusting rates for inflation



2014 State Transportation Funding Initiatives
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Source: ARTBA analysis of  “FHWA Highway Statistics” data, total 10-year average 2001-2011 from Tables SF-1 and SF-2.  The percent is the ratio of federal-aid reimbursements to the state and total state capital outlays and is indicative of the 
importance of the federal-aid program to state capital spending for highways and bridges.  Does not include local capital spending.  Federal highway reimbursements are primarily used for capital outlays, including construction, right-of-way 
acquisition and engineering, but are also used for debt service for GARVEE bonds.

* States that have issued  GARVEE bonds before 2011.  

Over 70% 35% ‐49%

Federal funds, on average, provide 52% of annual state 
DOT capital outlays for highway & bridge projects



State DOTs use 22% of motor fuel tax receipts for state 
highway capital outlay, maintenance & administration
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Maintenance & 
Administration

22%

Hwy Law 
Enforcement & 

Safety
10%

Debt Service
11%

Local Road 
Spending & 

Grants
35%

Mass Transit
13%

Nonhighway/ 
General Fund

9%

Distribution of State Motor Fuel Tax Receipts

Source: FHWA Highway Statistics 2012
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CAMPAIGN CASE STUDIES



CAMPAIGN RESOURCES



FUNDING & FINANCING MECHANISMS



Questions?

www.transportationinvestment.org
ARTBA

1219  28th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20002

202-289-4434


