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WisDOT Leadership Changes
Priorities Remain

• Kristina Boardman appointed 
secretary in September

• Scott Lawry named deputy 
secretary in October



Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)
Wisconsin Discretionary Grants Awarded

• WisDOT: 
 18 awards totaling $1.177B

• Locals: 
 54 awards totaling $421.3M

• Tribes: 
 29 awards totaling $23.97M

• Airports: 
 5 awards totaling $11.96M         
*U.S. DOT/Transportation related Discretionary Grant Awards – since 
Implementation of BIL, November 15, 2021



• $1.05B for 579 local program projects
Federal share: $648M

• $230M for 234 bridge replacement/repair local program projects
Federal share: $144M

• $4.36B for 809 state projects
Federal share: $2.75B

• Upcoming: $1.6B for 448 state and local lets
Federal share: $1.14B

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)
Formula Funding



Redistribution Process
• Received $210M in federal 

redistribution funding 
• Awarded 49 projects in these 

program areas: 
 Transportation alternatives
 Congestion mitigation/air quality
 Carbon reduction
 Rail crossing safety



Making Progress in Wisconsin
• 2023-25 biennial budget third in row to 

increase revenue
 Supports specialty programs like 

LRIP, ARIP, structures inventory
• Upgrades since 2019:
 7,400+ miles of highways, roads
 1,780+ bridges 

 400+ highway projects, 
multimodal work planned in 2025 season



Project Highlights
• Blatnik Bridge   
 Superior/Duluth

• Wisconsin River Bridge
 Columbia County

• Interstate construction: 
 I-41 – Northeast Region
 I-43 – Southeast Region
 I-94 E/W – Milwaukee area



Transportation Projects Commission
• TPC meeting anticipated in 

early December
• Recommending two projects 

for enumeration: 
 I-39/90/94 – Madison to 

Wisconsin Dells
 US 51 North – Dane County



Multimodal & Specialty Projects
• Electric vehicle charging stations
 Statewide corridor
 Awarded $23.3M in May
 Additional RFP now open

• Passenger rail 
 Borealis train expansion to 8 WI communities
 Corridor ID funding to study other services

• Transit projects advancing statewide
• Safety First Initiative



Thank You!
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my.lwv.org/wisconsin
Roads & Bridges
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A Voice for Farmers. A Vision for Agriculture.®

ARIP: Agricultural Road Improvement 
Program 

Transportation Development Association

Tim Fiocchi
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What is ARIP?

• State program to fix and upgrade deteriorated local roads that have 
been weight posted and create problems for farmers.

• $150 million competitive grant program that will cover 90% of the 
cost of local road projects.

• The $50 million awarded in the first round of grant applications will 
rebuild local roads that carry over 10.8 billion pounds of agricultural 
goods each year that have a $1.6 billion annual impact on 
Wisconsin’s economy. 



Pepin County 
Project

• Agricultural corridor serving 
farms moving over 280 million 
pounds of ag products every year. 
• The county is in the bottom 
quartile of counties – those least 
able to afford infrastructure 
upgrades.
• Upgrading a badly antiquated 
and deteriorated 3.2 mile section 
of road that connects to State 
Highway 85.
• $2.3 million project will impact 
$24 million in ag and forest 
products getting to market each 
year.



Town of Red River in 
Kewaunee County

• $1.2 million project will eliminate 
1,920 repeat trips due to weight 
limitations.

• Serves farms moving 105 million 
pounds of ag products valued at $81 
million each year. 

• While some farms run primarily 
during planting and harvest, dairy 
operations run every day of the year.



Town of Fredonia in 
Ozaukee County

• This $2 million project will serve 10+ 
major farming operations including a 
cheese plant moving 500 million pounds 
of ag products each year.

• Upgrading the road is expected to 
eliminate 5,000 extra trips each year with 
just three of the producers estimating a 
combined cost savings of $350,000 
annually.

• The upgrade will also serve 1,200 
commuters per day, numerous 
businesses, and a large aggregate mining 
operation.



Town of Elk 
Mound 

Dunn County 
• This $459,000 project will help 
move 228 million pounds of grain 
from a ten-county area. 

• Upgrading the road will 
eliminate 6,300 trips that move 
$27 million worth of grain.

• This is the only road that 
provides access to this facility.







I-39/90/94 Corridor
• > $4.7 billion in tourism economic 

impact, about 20% of the state’s total

• >$100 billion in freight annually

• 25% of daily traffic is truck traffic

• 84 of 113 structures (bridges and 
overpasses) will be older than 50 
years by 2030

• Two flooding events since 2008

• Crash rates, especially at 
interchanges, exceed the statewide 
average.



I-39/90/94 Project Is About:

• Safety

• Economic Growth

• Resilience



CentralWIA.org















railroads.dot.gov/BIL



Corridor ID Program 

Fed-State Partnership (FSP) – National / Other Federal Funding Programs 
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Why passenger rail?

• attract and retain business and talent
• a convenient, economical, and environmentally-friendly 

alternative to driving
• accelerate economic growth opportunities
• improve quality of life
• increase tourism
• add resiliency to our transportation system























Chippewa-St. Croix Rail Commission
• Counties: St. Croix, Dunn, Eau Claire
• Municipalities: Altoona, Eau Claire, Menomonie, 

Baldwin, New Richmond, Hudson



Chippewa-St. Croix Rail Commission
• Members: St. Croix, Dunn, Eau Claire counties; Altoona,  

Eau Claire, Menomonie, Baldwin, New Richmond, Hudson; 
WC Wis Rail Coalition

• Ex-officio: Union Pacific, WisDOT, MnDOT, Ramsey Co. MN, 
Washington Co. MN; West Central Wisconsin Regional 
Planning Commission(MPO), UW-Eau Claire, UW-Stout, 
UW-River Falls, Chippewa Valley Tech College, Northwood 
Tech College





• Meet transportation needs

• Competitive operator selection

• Host RR Direct Access Model

• Consider zero-emission equipment

• Transportation Oriented Development





We support the expansion of passenger rail service in high-
potential Wisconsin corridors as a needed and worthwhile 
investment for the economic future of our state. Frequent 
service to more cities will help attract and retain business 
and the talent critical to its success; provide a convenient, 
economical, and environmentally-friendly alternative to 
driving; accelerate economic growth opportunities; improve 
quality of life; increase tourism; and add resiliency to our 
transportation system.



Business Organizations
• Chippewa Falls Area Chamber of Commerce
• Eau Claire Area Chamber of Commerce
• Envision Greater Fond du Lac
• Fox Cities Chamber of Commerce
• Greater Green Bay Chamber
• Greater Madison Chamber of Commerce
• Madison Region Economic Partnership
• Downtown Madison, Inc.
• Menomonie Area Chamber & Visitor Center
• Metropolitan Milwaukee Association of Commerce
• Momentum West Wisconsin
• Oshkosh Chamber of Commerce
• Portage Area Chamber of Commerce
• REALTORS® Association of Northeast Wisconsin
• Superior-Douglas County Area Chamber of Commerce



Businesses
• American Tent, Green Bay
• Aurora BayCare Medical Center
• Ayres Associates
• Banbury Place/Cigan Properties
• Baue Management Group
• Bellin Health
• Boldt
• Cellcom
• Festival Foods
• Findorff construction
• Goodwill North Central Wisconsin
• Green Bay Packaging Inc.
• Green Bay Packers
• Ho-Chunk Gaming Madison
• HSHS St. Vincent and St. Mary's Hospital
• Johnson Financial Group
• Lake Effect Human Resources & Law
• Madison Boats

• Madison Gas & Electric
• Mercury Marine
• Milwaukee Bucks
• Molson Coors
• Nicolet National Bank
• Prevail Bank
• Prevea Health
• Royal Credit Union
• Schneider National
• Schreiber Foods, Inc.
• SSM Health
• SupraNet Communications
• UnityPoint Health - Meriter
• UW Health
• Valley Sports Academy - Eau Claire



Tourism & Affinity
• AARP Wisconsin
• Destination Lake Winnebago 

Region
• Destination Madison
• Discover Green Bay
• Fox Cities Conv & Visitors 

Bureau
• Oshkosh Conv & Visitors 

Bureau
• Visit Eau Claire
• Visit Milwaukee
• Northern Wisconsin State Fair
• Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra

Education
• Chippewa Valley Technical College
• Green Bay Area Public School District
• Madison Area Technical College
• Moraine Park Technical College
• Northwood Technical College
• UW-Eau Claire
• UW-River Falls
• UW-Stout
• Chancellor Michael Alexander/UW-

Green Bay



We support the expansion of passenger rail service in high-potential 
Wisconsin corridors as a needed and worthwhile investment for the 
economic future of our state. Frequent service to more cities will help 
attract and retain business and the talent critical to its success; provide a 
convenient, economical, and environmentally-friendly alternative to 
driving; accelerate economic growth opportunities; improve quality of 
life; increase tourism; and add resiliency to our transportation system.

Scan to sign: 



Scott Rogers, Vice President Governmental Affairs
rogers@eauclairechamber.org
715-864-6257 cell

Scan to sign or share 
Statement:
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